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DIA Show Daily – Distributed to All Attendees
Breaking news is delivered daily during the DIA Annual Meeting held each June. 
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Welcome to Washington, DC, 
and to our DIA 2015 51st 
Annual Meeting: Develop, 

Innovate, Advance, co-chaired by two 
internationally recognized leaders 
from the research fields of academia 
and industry: Dr. Christopher P. Aus-
tin, Director of the National Center 
for Advancing Translational Sciences 
(NCATS) at the US National Institutes 
of Health; and Dr. Michael Rosen-
blatt, Executive Vice President and 
Chief Medical Officer at Merck. 

Dr. Austin leads the Center’s work 
to improve the translation of obser-
vations in the laboratory, clinic, and 
community into interventions that 
reach and benefit patients, from 
diagnostics and therapeutics to 
medical procedures and behavioral 
changes. “Michael Rosenblatt and 
I have known each other for many 
years, both at Harvard and at Merck,” 
he reveals.  “We think very similarly 
about things and our co-chairing the 
meeting exemplifies the 
kind of partnerships that 
are needed to meet the 
challenges of translational 
science.” Dr. Austin was 
a featured panelist in the 
plenary discussion that 
closed the first DIA US Con-
ference on Rare Diseases 
& Orphan Products in 2011, 
and chaired the keynote on 
NCATS’ Therapeutics for 
Rare & Neglected Diseases 
program at DIA’s second 
Rare Disease/Orphan Prod-
ucts conference in 2012.

“DIA is a place where all these 
different sectors in the process of 
bringing innovation to the bedside 
intersect or converge. It’s the only 
community I know of where all of that 
happens. Great things can happen 
as the result of viewpoints being 
shared,” Dr. Rosenblatt explains.  
“It’s also a safe harbor for some of 
these discussions.”

As Chief Medical Officer, Dr. 
Rosenblatt serves as Merck’s pri-
mary external advocate on medical 
issues, and internal advocate for the 
voice of the patient. His long and dis-

Welcome to DIA 2015: “Great Things Can Happen”

tinguished career includes service as 
the Dean of Tufts University School of 
Medicine, as President of Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center, and as a 
Faculty Dean and Professor at Har-
vard Medical School, in addition to 

leading R&D efforts bringing ground-
breaking medicines to patients.  

“I’m very interested in many of the 
themes,” continues Dr. Rosenblatt. 
“I’m quite interested in how big data 
can be harnessed to help us un-
derstand unmet medical needs and 
understand how medicines work or 
fail to work in certain circumstances. 
The design of clinical trials is another. 
There are so many issues if you just 
think about, for instance, Alzheimer’s 
disease: Are we doing clinical trials 
in the right people? We’re going to 
people who already have symptoms 

– maybe that’s too late.  I’m very 
interested in these tracks.”

“On the personal side, my co-chair 
is Christopher P. Austin from NCATS 
at the NIH. We both have very similar 
training, we’ve both done different 
and multiple things in our careers, 
and between our two career path-
ways we cover all of the sectors that 
converge. So it’s going to be a lot of 
fun working with him. I am thrilled – 
very honored – to serve as co-chair 
of this program. I am really very en-
thusiastic. It’s a real opportunity and 
I think I’m going to learn a lot in the 
sessions and from interacting with 
people onsite. The program is shap-
ing up to be splendid. I can’t wait!” 
concludes Dr. Rosenblatt. 

Last year’s DIA 2014 50th Annual 
Meeting was the first Annual Meeting 
to be co-chaired, illustrating the vital 
force that can be created by collabo-
ration between industry (Co-chair 
Freda C. Lewis-Hall, MD, DFAPA, 
Chief Medical Officer and Execu-
tive Vice President, Pfizer, Inc.) and 
regulatory agencies (Rear Adm. [ret] 
Sandra L. Kweder, MD, FACP, Deputy 
Director, Office of New Drugs, CDER, 
FDA). tutorial Cancellation 

Sunday afternoon tutorial #33, 
Large-Scale Regulatory Func-
tional Outsourcing: Emerging 
Trends, Challenges, and Decision 
Criteria, has been cancelled.

Welcome to Washington, DC

Meet tomorrow’s plenary 
Keynote Speaker on page 7.

Dr. Christopher P. AustinDr. Michael Rosenblatt
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B. McLaughlin Associates, 
   Inc. (BMA) .................................1136
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Benchmark Research ....................2432
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Bio-IT World .................................1108
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   of New York ..............................3425
Biomedical Systems ......................1549
BioMedTracker ..............................1149
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Blinded Diagnostics ......................1950
Blue Chip Patient Recruitment .......... 3112
Blue Sky Broadcast .......................2631
Bracket Global ..............................2201
Brand Institute .............................2445
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Comprehensive Clinical 
   Research ....................................1140
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Conversis ......................................3314
Copernicus Group IRB ..................2738
CoreLab Partners, Inc....................2625
Corporate Translations .................1838
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